
	 The study that resulted in the identification of the Protective Factors was conducted by the Center for the Study of Social 
Policy (CSSP) and was funded by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation in 2001. CSSP and the National Alliance of 
Children’s Trust and Prevention Funds continue to provide national leadership around the Strengthening Families approach.

Strengthening Families Logic Model
How policies, programs, and practice can prevent child abuse and neglect and promote optimal development.

A New Normal

All child and family-
serving organizations 

and systems build 
protective factors

Child Abuse and 
Neglect Prevention

Optimal child 
development

Multi-system 
Leadership Around 
Levers of Change

i	Parent partnership

i	Policy / systems

i	Professional development

Program Strategies 
and Worker Practices 

That:

i	Facilitate friendships and 
mutual support

i	Strengthen parenting

i	Respond to family crises

i	Link families to services and 
opportunities

i	Value and support parents

i	Facilitate children’s social 
and emotional development

i	Observe and respond to 
early warning signs of 
abuse and neglect

Protective Factors

i	Parental resilience

i	Social connections

i	Knowledge of parenting and 
child development

i	Concrete support in times of 
need

i	Social and emotional 
competence

www.ctfalliance.org/collaborativeprojects


